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A GRANDKID CENTRAL GUIDE FOR GRANDPARENTS 

How to Choose the Right  
Ukulele for Your Grandkids 
A practical guide to finding a comfortable, dependable ukulele that makes 

learning inviting and enjoyable.  

Choosing the right ukulele can make a big difference in how comfortable, confident, and 

motivated your grandchild feels when learning to play. Ukuleles come in several sizes and 

quality levels, so the best choice depends on your grandchild's age, hand size, musical 

interests, and how serious they are about learning. 

👉 A STRONG BEGINNER STARTING POINT   

For most beginners, a well-made soprano or concert ukulele offers a comfortable and practical place 

to begin. 

Choose the Right Size 

Ukuleles generally come in four main sizes: soprano, concert, tenor, and baritone. 

• Soprano - the smallest and most traditional size; lightweight, easy to hold, and often a good 

choice for younger children 

• Concert - slightly larger, with more room between the frets for older kids, teens, and 

beginners with larger hands 

• Tenor - larger still and often preferred by more experienced players 

• Baritone - uses a different tuning and is usually not the first choice for a young beginner 

The best size is the one your grandchild can hold comfortably while reaching the frets without 

strain. Whenever possible, let the player try both soprano and concert models before deciding. 

STEP 2 

Check Playability Tuning and Materials 

A beginner ukulele should feel comfortable, stay in tune, and make learning easier rather than more 

frustrating. 

Look for Comfortable Playability 

A beginner ukulele should feel easy to hold and comfortable to play. The strings should not sit 

excessively high above the fretboard, the frets should feel smooth, and the tuning machines 

should turn easily and hold their position. 

Before buying, check that: 

• The instrument is comfortable to hold 

• The strings sit at a manageable height 

• The frets feel smooth 

• The tuning machines turn easily 

• The instrument does not feel awkward or difficult to play 
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Poorly made instruments can be frustrating because they may be difficult to tune or 

uncomfortable to play. A reasonably well-built beginner ukulele can make learning much more 

enjoyable. 

Pay Attention to Tuning Stability 

One of the biggest differences between a toy-like ukulele and a genuine beginner instrument is 

how well it stays in tune. Young players already have plenty to think about when learning chords 

and rhythm. An instrument that constantly slips out of tune can make practice unnecessarily 

frustrating. 

Look for dependable tuning machines and consider purchasing a simple clip-on electronic tuner. 

Consider the Materials 

Many beginner ukuleles are made from laminate woods, which can be durable, affordable, and 

well suited for young musicians. Higher-quality instruments may use solid woods such as 

mahogany, koa, spruce, or cedar. These can offer richer tone, but they usually cost more and 

may require additional care. 

👉 PRIORITIZE THE BASICS   

For most beginners, comfortable playability and reliable tuning matter more than expensive 

materials. 

STEP 3 

Choose the Right Setup and Quality Level 

A simple acoustic instrument is usually enough, while kits and electronics should serve a real need 

rather than inflate the box. 

Acoustic or Acoustic Electric 

A traditional acoustic ukulele is usually all a beginner needs. 

An acoustic-electric ukulele includes electronics that allow the instrument to be plugged into an 

amplifier or sound system. This can be useful for performances, school programs, or young 

musicians who eventually want to play with a band. 

Unless amplification is already part of the plan, however, there is usually no need to pay extra 

for electronics when getting started. 

Consider a Starter Kit 

Some beginner ukuleles are sold as packages that include accessories such as a gig bag, 

tuner, strap, picks, extra strings, or instructional materials. 

These kits can offer good value, but the quality of the ukulele itself should always come first. A 

large bundle of inexpensive accessories cannot make up for an instrument that is difficult to play 

or keep in tune. 

Choose a Reliable Brand 

There are many affordable ukuleles available, but buying from an established musical-

instrument brand can provide more consistent quality, better construction, and easier access to 

replacement parts or support. 
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You do not need to purchase an expensive professional ukulele for a beginner. A dependable 

entry-level instrument is usually more than enough to learn chords, strumming patterns, songs, 

and basic technique. 

👉 JUDGE THE UKULELE BEFORE THE EXTRAS   

A comfortable instrument that stays in tune is worth more than a crowded bundle of low-quality 

accessories. 

STEP 4 

Make the Final Choice Together 

The strongest choice combines dependable quality with an instrument your grandchild genuinely 

wants to play. 

Let Your Grandchild Help Choose 

Whenever possible, involve your grandchild in choosing the instrument. Color, finish, body 

shape, and appearance may seem less important than sound quality to an adult, but young 

musicians are often more excited to practice an instrument they genuinely like. 

The best ukulele is one that feels comfortable, sounds good, and makes your grandchild want to 

pick it up. 

Think About Room to Grow 

A quality beginner ukulele can often serve a young musician for years. There is no need to buy 

the most advanced instrument at the beginning. 

As your grandchild develops stronger technique and musical preferences, they can eventually 

move to a larger size, higher-quality woods, or an acoustic-electric model. 

The Best Ukulele Is One They Enjoy Playing 

The right ukulele should be comfortable, easy to tune, pleasant to hear, and enjoyable to play. 

With a dependable instrument, good instruction, regular practice, and encouragement from 

Grandma and Grandpa, your grandchild can start making music quickly - and that little four-

string instrument may become the beginning of a lifelong love of music. 

The Right Beginner Ukulele Should Be: 

• A comfortable soprano or concert size for most beginners 

• Easy to hold and reach without strain 

• Smooth and comfortable to play 

• Equipped with dependable tuning machines 

• Made well enough to hold its tuning 

• Simple enough for a beginner's needs 

• Appealing to the young musician 

• Durable enough to support continued progress 

MORE IDEAS. MORE ADVENTURES. MORE GRANDKID MEMORIES. 
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