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A GRANDKID CENTRAL GUIDE FOR GRANDPARENTS 

How to Choose the Right  
Bass Guitar for Grandkids 
A practical guide to finding a comfortable, dependable bass that supports confident learning and 

years of musical growth. 

Choosing the right bass guitar can make a big difference in how comfortable, confident, and 

motivated your grandchild feels when learning to play. The best choice depends on their age, 

size, hand reach, musical interests, and how serious they are about learning. 

A STRONG BEGINNER STARTING POINT   

For most beginners, choose a comfortable 4-string electric bass that fits the player's size and hand 

reach. 

STEP 1 

👉 Start With the Right Size 

Bass guitars come in different scale lengths, which refers to the distance between the bridge 

and the nut. 

For younger or smaller players, a short-scale bass can be an excellent choice because the neck 

is shorter, the frets are closer together, and the instrument is generally easier to hold and play. 

Older kids, teens, and young adults may be comfortable with a standard long-scale bass, 

especially if they have larger hands or plan to continue playing for several years. 

👉 Choose a 4 String Bass for Beginners 

A traditional 4-string bass is usually the easiest and most practical choice for a new player. It 

provides everything a beginner needs to learn basic notes, scales, rhythm, and common bass 

lines without adding unnecessary complexity. 

Five- and six-string basses offer additional range, but they are generally better suited for more 

experienced players who already understand the fundamentals. 

STEP 2 

👉 Confirm Comfort and Playability 

The right bass should feel balanced, manageable, and easy enough to play that practice does 

not become a wrestling match. 

Pay Attention to Weight and Comfort 

Some bass guitars can be surprisingly heavy, especially for younger musicians. Have your 

grandchild hold the instrument while standing and sitting to make sure it feels balanced and 

comfortable. 

A comfortable fit means: 

• The neck feels manageable 

• The strings are easy to reach 

• The body does not feel too bulky 
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• The instrument feels balanced while sitting or standing 

• The player can maintain a comfortable posture 

• A comfortable instrument is much more likely to be practiced regularly. 

• Look for Good Playability 

Even an affordable beginner bass should feel smooth and easy to play. The strings should not 

sit excessively high above the fretboard, the tuning machines should turn smoothly, and the 

frets should not have sharp edges. 

👉 Before buying, check that: 

• The strings are at a comfortable height 

• The tuning machines operate smoothly 

• The fret edges feel smooth 

• The neck and body feel comfortable in the player's hands 

• Poor setup can make a perfectly good bass frustrating for a beginner. If possible, have a 

music-store professional or teacher check the instrument and make any necessary 

adjustments. 

STEP 3 

👉 Plan the Complete Starter Setup 

The bass matters most, but a usable amplifier and dependable accessories are part of a successful 

beginning. 

👉 Decide Between a Bass Alone or a Starter Package 

Many beginner bass guitars are sold in starter packages that include an amplifier, cable, strap, 

tuner, gig bag, and other accessories. 

These packages can be convenient and economical for first-time players, especially when they 

include a reputable bass and usable amplifier. However, some inexpensive bundles include low-

quality accessories, so it is worth looking closely at what is included rather than choosing a 

package simply because it has the most pieces. 

JUDGE THE INSTRUMENT BEFORE THE EXTRAS   

A dependable bass and usable amplifier are more valuable than a long list of low-quality 

accessories. 

👉 Do Not Forget the Amplifier 

An electric bass needs an amplifier to produce the full sound most players expect. A small 

practice amp is usually sufficient for learning at home. 

For a beginner practice amplifier, look for: 

• Simple controls 

• Enough power for bedroom or practice-room use 

• A headphone output for quiet practice 

• Easy connections for the bass and instrument cable 

If your grandchild eventually begins playing with a drummer or band, a more powerful amplifier 

may be needed. 
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👉 Consider the Type of Music They Enjoy 

One of the best ways to keep a young musician interested is to choose an instrument that fits 

the music they love. Different bass designs are popular in rock, pop, jazz, funk, country, metal, 

and other styles, but beginners do not need a highly specialized instrument. 

A versatile bass with simple controls can handle a wide range of music while your grandchild 

discovers what they enjoy playing most. 

STEP 4 

👉 Match the Bass to the Young Musician 

Musical interests, dependable construction, and hands-on teacher guidance should shape 

the final shortlist. 

👉 Choose a Reliable Brand 

A bass from an established musical-instrument manufacturer can often provide better tuning 

stability, electronics, construction, and overall playability than the cheapest no-name 

alternatives. 

There are many affordable beginner basses that offer excellent value, so there is no need to 

buy a professional instrument right away. Spending a little more for dependable quality, 

however, can help avoid unnecessary frustration during those important first months. 

👉 Ask a Teacher or Experienced Player 

If your grandchild is taking lessons, ask the instructor for recommendations before making a 

purchase. A teacher can help determine the appropriate scale length, neck size, string setup, 

and type of bass for the student's age and ability. 

Whenever possible, let your grandchild try several instruments. Sometimes the bass that looks 

best online is not the one that feels best in their hands. 

👉 Think About Room to Grow 

A good beginner bass can serve a young musician for several years. Look for an instrument that 

is easy enough for a beginner but well made enough that your grandchild will not quickly 

outgrow it. 

As skills improve, they can eventually upgrade the amplifier, strings, pickups, or the bass itself 

rather than replacing everything at once. 

STEP 5 

👉 Choose for Today and Tomorrow 

A good beginner bass should be approachable now and dependable enough to support 

continued progress. 

👉 The Best Bass Is the One They Want to Play 

The right bass guitar should feel comfortable, sound good, stay in tune, and make your 

grandchild want to pick it up and practice. 

A dependable instrument, good instruction, and enthusiastic encouragement from family can 

give a young bassist a strong beginning. And if you suddenly start hearing the same four-note 
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bass line coming from the bedroom fifty times a day, that is usually a pretty good sign they are 

hooked. 

👉 The Right Beginner Bass Should Be: 

• A practical 4-string electric bass 

• Appropriately sized for the player's age and reach 

• Comfortable and balanced while sitting or standing 

• Smooth and easy to play 

• Reliable in tuning, electronics, and construction 

• Paired with a suitable practice amplifier 

• Versatile enough for the music the player enjoys 

• Recommended or checked by a teacher or experienced player 

 

MORE IDEAS. MORE ADVENTURES. MORE GRANDKID 

MEMORIES. 
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