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A GRANDKID CENTRAL GUIDE FOR GRANDPARENTS 

How to Choose the Right  
Clarinet for Grandkids 
A practical guide to finding a comfortable, durable clarinet that supports 

confident learning and steady musical progress.  

Choosing the right clarinet can make a big difference in how comfortable, confident, and 

successful your grandchild feels as a beginning musician. A good clarinet should be easy to 

play, stay in tune, hold up well, and match your grandchild's age, size, skill level, and musical 

goals. 

STEP 1 

A STRONG BEGINNER STARTING POINT  

For most kids and teens, choose a quality B-flat student clarinet recommended by a teacher or 

school band director. 

 Begin With a B Flat Student Clarinet 

For most kids and teens, the best starting point is a B-flat student clarinet. This is the standard 

clarinet used in school bands, beginner lessons, and most youth music programs. Unless a 

teacher specifically recommends something different, a B-flat clarinet is the practical choice. 

 Start With a Student Model 

Beginner clarinets are usually made from durable plastic or resin instead of wood. That is a 

good thing. Younger players need an instrument that can handle daily use, school backpacks, 

changing temperatures, and the occasional 'oops' moment. Wood clarinets can sound beautiful, 

but they are more expensive, more delicate, and usually better suited for advanced players. 

For beginners, look for a clarinet that is: 

• Lightweight and comfortable to hold 

• Easy to assemble 

• Reliable in tuning 

• Built from durable materials 

• Made by a reputable student-instrument brand 

• Approved or recommended by a teacher or school band director 

A cheap clarinet may look like a bargain, but if it is hard to play or constantly out of tune, your 

grandchild may think they are the problem. Many times, the instrument is the problem. That is a 

quick way to turn enthusiasm into frustration. 

STEP 2 

Confirm Fit and Get Teacher Guidance 

Comfort, hand reach, school requirements, and expert advice should shape the first major 

decision. 
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Consider Your Grandchild's Age and Size 

Most older children, tweens, and teens can play a standard student clarinet. For younger 

children, hand size and finger reach matter. The clarinet has several keys and tone holes, and if 

a child struggles to cover the holes properly, the notes may squeak or not sound at all. 

A good fit means your grandchild can: 

• Hold the clarinet comfortably 

• Reach the keys without strain 

• Cover the holes properly 

• Sit or stand with good posture 

• Play without excessive hand or wrist discomfort 

If your grandchild is very young, it may help to speak with a music teacher before buying. Some 

kids are ready earlier than others, but comfort matters more than rushing. 

Renting Can Be a Smart First Step 

If your grandchild is just beginning, renting can be a wise option. A rental program gives them 

time to try the clarinet before the family invests in buying one. Many music stores also offer rent-

to-own programs, repairs, and instrument exchanges if your grandchild changes instruments 

later. 

Renting is especially helpful when: 

• Your grandchild is unsure if they will continue 

• The school has specific instrument requirements 

• You want a better-quality instrument without paying full price upfront 

• Maintenance and repair coverage is included 

Buying makes more sense when your grandchild is committed, practicing consistently, and 

plans to continue in band or lessons. 

Ask the Band Director or Teacher 

Before buying anything, check with your grandchild's band director, private teacher, or school 

music program. Many schools have preferred brands or minimum quality standards. Teachers 

often know which instruments are reliable and which ones cause problems. 

TEACHER APPROVAL CAN PREVENT AN EXPENSIVE MISTAKE   

A teacher-approved clarinet is usually a safer choice than an unknown online bargain with shiny 

keys and big promises. 

STEP 3 

Check the Mouthpiece Reeds and Supplies 

Small components can have an outsized effect on tone, response, comfort, and daily practice. 

Do Not Forget the Mouthpiece and Reeds 

The mouthpiece and reeds matter more than many beginners realize. A decent student clarinet 

with a poor mouthpiece can still be hard to play. Reeds also affect tone, response, and ease of 

playing. 
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Beginners usually start with softer reeds, often around strength 2 or 2.5, depending on the 

teacher's recommendation. Reeds wear out, chip, and break, so your grandchild will need 

extras. 

Basic clarinet supplies include: 

• Reeds 

• Reed case 

• Cork grease 

• Cleaning swab 

• Mouthpiece cap 

• Ligature 

• Sturdy case 

• Music stand 

• Beginner method book 

A QUIET GRANDPARENT SUPERPOWER   

A small pack of reeds may not look exciting, but to a clarinet player, it is survival gear. 

Choose Quality Over Flash 

Some clarinets come in bright colors or with lots of accessories, but sound and playability matter 

most. A fun-looking instrument is not much help if it leaks air, bends keys easily, or will not stay 

in tune. 

For kids and teens, the best clarinet is not necessarily the fanciest one. It is the one they can 

play comfortably, practice on consistently, and grow with musically. 

STEP 4 

Plan for Continued Progress 

Choose for today's needs while leaving room for commitment, stronger technique, and future 

musical goals. 

When to Consider a Step Up Clarinet 

If your grandchild has played for a few years, practices regularly, and participates in school 

band, honor band, jazz band, or private lessons, a step-up clarinet may eventually be worth 

considering. Step-up models may offer better tone, improved keywork, and higher-quality 

materials. 

A teen who is serious about music may benefit from a better instrument, but this decision should 

usually involve a teacher. A step-up clarinet is an investment, not an impulse buy. 

PLAN THE UPGRADE WITH THE TEACHER   

Commitment, technique, ensemble needs, and musical goals matter more than a long list of 

premium features. 

GrandKid Central Recommendation 

For most grandkids, start with a quality B-flat student clarinet from a reputable brand, preferably 

one recommended by a teacher or school band director. Consider renting first if your grandchild 

is new to music. Focus on comfort, durability, playability, and support rather than simply 

choosing the cheapest option. 
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The right clarinet will not magically eliminate squeaks - those are practically part of the initiation 

ceremony - but it will give your grandchild a much better chance to enjoy learning, improve 

steadily, and feel proud of their progress. 

The Right Clarinet Should Be 

• A B-flat student model suited to lessons or school band 

• Comfortable for the player's hands and finger reach 

• Easy to assemble and responsive to play 

• Reliable in tuning and durable enough for regular use 

• Paired with a suitable mouthpiece and beginner reeds 

• Protected by a sturdy case 

• Supported by practical maintenance or repair options 

• Recommended or approved by the teacher or band director 

 

MORE IDEAS. MORE ADVENTURES. MORE GRANDKID MEMORIES. 
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