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GRANDKID CENTRAL  
MUSIC & LEARNING 

 

 
How to Choose the Right Violin 

for Grandkids 
A practical buying and rental guide for grandparents. 

 

Start With Fit.  A properly sized, well-set-up violin can make learning more comfortable and help a young musician 
develop good posture, bowing, and finger placement. 

 

Choosing the right violin can make a big difference in how comfortable, confident, and successful a young musician 
feels. Unlike many instruments, violins come in several sizes, so the best choice depends on your grandchild’s age, arm 
length, hand size, experience level, and whether they are still growing. 
 

Start With the Right Violin Size 
Proper sizing is one of the most important parts of choosing a violin. Common sizes include: 

Violin Size General Guide 
1/16 and 1/10 Very young children 
1/8 and 1/4 Younger elementary-age players 
1/2 Growing children 
3/4 Older children and smaller teens 
4/4 or full size Many teens and adults 

Age can provide a rough starting point, but it should not be the only factor. A violin teacher or music-store professional 
can measure the child’s arm length and help determine the correct fit. 

Why Size Matters.  A violin that is too large can make proper posture, bowing, and finger placement much more 
difficult. 

 

Consider Renting Before Buying 
For younger children who are still growing, renting can be a smart option. A good rental program may allow families to 
exchange the violin for a larger size as the child grows. This can prevent grandparents or parents from buying several 
instruments over a relatively short period. 
Buying may make more sense when: 

• The child has shown a lasting interest • The family wants a better-quality instrument 
• They have reached a stable violin size • They have reached a full-size 4/4 violin 
• They are taking regular lessons  

 

Look for a Properly Set-Up Instrument 
A beginner violin should be playable from the start. A quality setup may include: 

• Properly fitted bridge • Properly positioned soundpost 
• Correct string height • Comfortable fingerboard 
• Smooth tuning pegs • Strings that are appropriate for beginners 
• Functional fine tuners  

A poorly adjusted violin can be frustrating even if the instrument itself is reasonably well made. For this reason, buying 
from a reputable music dealer or having the violin inspected by a teacher can be worthwhile. 
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Avoid Extremely Cheap Toy-Quality Violins 
A child does not need an expensive professional violin to begin, but the instrument should function properly. Very 
inexpensive violins may have problems such as: 

• Pegs that slip • Difficult tuning 
• Poor-quality strings • Rough construction 
• Bridges that are badly fitted • Poor sound 
• Weak bows • Inconsistent quality control 

A violin that will not stay in tune or is uncomfortable to play can make a beginner think they are doing something wrong 
when the instrument is really the problem. 
 

Pay Attention to the Bow 
The bow is just as important as many grandparents realize. A beginner bow should: 

• Be straight • Feel reasonably balanced 
• Tighten and loosen properly • Be comfortable for the child to hold 
• Have usable bow hair  

You do not need a professional bow for a beginner, but a very poor bow can make producing a clear sound 
unnecessarily difficult. 
 

Make Sure Rosin Is Included 
Rosin helps the bow hair grip the violin strings and produce sound. Without enough rosin, the bow may slide across the 
strings without producing a strong, consistent tone. Many beginner violin outfits include rosin, but it is always worth 
checking. 
 

Consider a Shoulder Rest 
A shoulder rest helps support the violin between the shoulder and jaw. For many young players, a properly fitted 
shoulder rest can improve: 

• Comfort • Left-hand freedom 
• Posture • Playing technique 
• Stability  

Because body shape varies, one shoulder rest will not work equally well for every child. A teacher can help determine 
the right style and size. 
 

Check the Tuning Setup 
Beginner violins often benefit from four fine tuners, especially when the student is still learning how to tune. Fine tuners 
allow small pitch adjustments without requiring the child to rely entirely on the larger tuning pegs. As players become 
more experienced, they may eventually use fewer fine tuners, but having all four can make early tuning much easier. 
 

Look for a Complete Beginner Outfit 
A violin outfit can offer good value if the core instrument is decent quality. A useful beginner package may include: 

• Violin • Extra strings 
• Bow • Tuner 
• Protective case • Cleaning cloth 
• Rosin • Music stand 
• Shoulder rest  
Accessories Come Second.  The number of accessories should never be the main reason for choosing a violin. A 
better violin with fewer extras is usually a wiser purchase than a poor instrument surrounded by a pile of inexpensive 
accessories. 
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Consider Sound and Build Quality 
Even beginner violins should produce a reasonably clear, pleasant tone. Look for: 

• Solid construction • Reliable tuning pegs 
• Secure fittings • Decent strings 
• Smooth finish • Comfortable neck and fingerboard 
• Proper bridge placement  

For a child who has already been playing for a while, moving into a better-made violin may improve tone, 
responsiveness, and motivation. 
 

Think About How Long the Violin Will Be Used 
A young child may need a different violin size within a year or two. A teenager playing a full-size instrument may be able 
to use the same violin for many years. That means your buying strategy may change with age. 

Situation Practical Approach 
Growing child A good rental or reasonably priced student violin may 

make sense while the child is still changing sizes. 
Committed teen Investing in a higher-quality full-size violin can provide 

better long-term value. 
 

Ask the Teacher Before Making a Major Purchase 
If your grandchild already takes violin lessons, ask the teacher before purchasing an expensive instrument. A teacher 
may have specific recommendations regarding: 

• Violin size • Tuning pegs 
• String quality • Fine tuners 
• Bow quality • Instrument brand 
• Shoulder rest • Rental versus purchase 
• Bridge setup  

Teachers often notice details that are easy for a non-player to miss. 
 

Let Your Grandchild Be Part of the Decision 
For older children and teens, it can be helpful to let them try more than one violin. Different instruments can feel and 
sound surprisingly different, even when they are the same size and price. A grandchild may naturally prefer one violin 
because it feels easier to hold, responds better under the bow, or simply sounds better to them. 

Sometimes the Better Surprise Is...  Not “We bought you a violin.” Instead: “We’d like to help you choose the right 
violin.” That can make the selection process part of the experience. 

 

The Best Violin Is One That Fits and Encourages Practice 
There is no single perfect violin for every young musician. The best beginner violin should be: 

• Properly sized • Good enough to produce a satisfying sound 
• Comfortable to hold • Appropriate for the child’s skill level 
• Easy to tune • Capable of supporting continued progress 
• Properly set up  

The goal is not simply to buy an instrument. It is to give your grandchild a violin that makes them want to pick up the 
bow, practice again tomorrow, and keep discovering what they can do with music. 

 
 

More Ideas. More Adventures. More Grandkid Memories. 
 GrandKidCentral.com  

 


